Introduction
Sun Island Educational is part of Sun Island Holidays, which
have been successfully organising group breaks since 1978.
Over the years, we have forged excellent relationships with
both the Isle of Wight hoteliers and local coach companies
and through this, we are able to utilise our experience to
ensure that your school visit is second to none. We pride
ourselves on being competitive and offering excellent value
for money and we recognise that this is an important factor
when planning educational visits but, rest assured, this will
not be at the expense of quality.
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Our Monday to Friday packages
include the following:
Return coach travel from your School to the Isle of Wight
Return ferry fares for coach and passengers
Four night’s half-board accommodation at a selected
hotel plus packed lunches
Admissions to places of interest (excluding English
Heritage sites) along with study notes
Emergency 24 Hour Contact Number (01983 854532)
We understand that organising a group visit to the Isle
of Wight is a time-consuming task in an already busy
schedule; that’s why we are here. Let us tailor your trip
to your individual needs to ensure that your group get the
maximum learning experience from their visit.
We understand that staying away from home may be
daunting for some of the children; the hotels that we use
are fully aware of this too and will ensure that your groups
stay is as welcoming and comfortable as possible.
We understand that you may have concerns about the
transport arrangements and the safety of your group; the
coaches that we use are from our approved listing, all
regularly maintained and equipped with seat belts and both
ferry companies that serve the Isle of Wight (Red Funnel
and Wightlink) have carried out full Risk Assessments on
their ships.
We understand that you may be wary about using a
‘new’ organisation to handle your trip; as previously
stated, Sun Island Holidays have
been trading since 1978 and so,
we are not new to the market at
all. We have full indemnity and
public liability insurance through
Towergate Chapman Stevens and
most importantly, we operate a Trust
Fund to ensure that all monies paid
in by your school are secure and to
which Sun Island Educational have
no access until after your trip has
been completed.
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Itinerary, & Tailor Made
Educational Packages
OUR PRICE

For the period March to October, the rate is for a Monday to Friday
package and is based per person* Please see attached price list.

RISK ASSESSMENT

The rates are based on a minimum of children in the party with one teacher
free for a required amount of paying children ( Please see attached price list
and terms and conditions) and is based on having a similar itinerary to the
one detailed overleaf. Obviously, not every party will wish to use the same
itinerary and we will be pleased to tailor an individual package for you,
including as much or as little as you require. Although we normally use
49 seater coaches, we are able access 53 or 57 seater vehicles if required.
Please note that the vehicles that we use are standard configuration with no
specialist fitments or adaptations for disabled persons.
We will be pleased to supply study notes and educational material for
individual venues as required.

Sun Island Educational are
not qualified to carry out risk
assessments for venues but we
are able to forward details that
the venues themselves or agents
working on their behalf have carried
out for them. We would recommend
that Group Leaders make their
own site visits prior to booking to
ascertain whether venues would be
suitable for their individual needs.

YOUR SAFEGUARD – PASSENGER PROTECTION
In accordance with the terms of the European Community Travel Package Directive 90/314/EC, all holiday
monies received by Sun Island Educational are held in a Trust Fund to which we do not have access until after the
completion of the booking. This is your safeguard and a copy of our Deed of Declaration of Trust can be supplied
upon request. Availability at the hotels and venues is limited and so early booking would be recommended to
avoid disappointment.”
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Itinerary options

5- Day Monday to Friday Breaks & 4 Day Weekend Options.

Monday

Morning - Depart School travel to Portsmouth, arrive Isle of Wight
Afternoon - Historical visit to Carisbrooke castle (lunch Castle grounds, Schools to arrange)
Evening - Seafront walk after evening dinner.
Tuesday
Morning - Amazon zoo park Lunch and visit by the Island Chitty.
Afternoon - Shanklin Chine trek and coastle cliff and beach walk.
Evening - Free time
Wednesday Morning - Alum Bay, Geology field trip & boat trip to the Needles
Afternoon - Calbourne Mill & Lunch within the atttraction.
Evening - Free time
Thursday
Morning - Isle of Wight Tiger Sanctuary
Afternoon - Dinosaur Isle and Yaverland fossil hunting walk.
Evening - last night school party.
Friday
Morning - Brading Roman villa or Robin Hill Country Park (Lunch) Depart to Ferry
Afternoon - Royal Naval Historic Dockyard, HMS Victory, HMS Warrior, D-Day Museum
Of course tailor made packages can be pulled together to suit your needs, just select prefered attractions and
destination and we will tailor a trip to your needs. Call one of our friendly team at Sun Island Education to help
you through the process.
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The Isle of Wight’s things to do list.
The Island is blessed with a multitude of interesting and exciting venues, giving plenty
of options for both educational visits which will allow you to deal with most study topics
and recreational visits for team-building and social development. An added benefit is
that as the Isle of Wight is only 23 miles x 13 miles, all venues are close at hand, thereby
meaning minimum travelling time. Details of some of the primary places of interest are
listed on the following pages
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Teacher’s Checklist
Utilise the example itineraries on the
following page or create your own
package to build an educational break
that best suits the needs of your school
and your pupils – the choice is yours.
To assist you, we have grouped venues
under the following headings:

History
Geology
Natural World
Maritime & Transport
Activities
Recreation
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History

Osbourne House
Designed by Prince Albert in the style of an Italian Renaissance palazzo and built between
1845 and 1851, Osborne House was used as a summer retreat for Queen Victoria and the
Royal Family. After Prince Albert’s death in 1861, Queen Victoria entered a period of
mourning that would last for the rest of her life and she took to spending more and more
time at Osborne. During this period, Britain’s Empire reached its zenith and Queen Victoria
was proclaimed Empress of India in 1876. In recognition of this, The Durbar Room was
built for state functions and is ornately embellished and decorated with symbols from
India. The room now contains gifts that the Queen received for her Golden and Diamond
Jubilees. Queen Victoria died at Osborne on 22 January 1901 and although she decreed
that Osborne should stay within the Royal Family, no-one wanted it and so King Edward
VII presented it to the Nation. From then on, Osborne served at a Naval Training College
and latterly – as King Edward VII Retirement Home for Officers – a convalescent home
for persons from military and civil service backgrounds. Today, Osborne House is under
the care of English Heritage. The nearby St. Mildred’s Church was used by the Royal
Family when they were at Osborne. The main chancel of the church was built between
1854 and 1855 and Prince Albert is thought to have taken a keen interest in its design. The
remainder of the church was finished in 1862.

Bembridge Windmill
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Brading Roman Villa

Carisbrooke Castle
Built on the site of a former pre-Roman fort
and latterly an Anglo-Saxon stronghold,
Carisbrooke Castle developed into its
more recognisable form from 1100 to 1293
under the patronage of the de Redvers
family. After an attack from French forces
in 1377 and latterly in response to the
threat of invasion by the Spanish Armada,
Carisbrooke’s defences were increased
and strengthened in the 14th and 15th
Centuries. The castle’s main claim to fame
came during the English Civil War when
King Charles I was imprisoned there by
Colonel Hammond, the Governor of the
Isle of Wight whom Charles wrongfully
thought was sympathetic to the Royalist
cause. After King Charles’ execution in
1649, his two youngest children were
confined at Carisbrooke and it was here
that the 14 year old Princess Elizabeth
died on 08 September 1650. In latter years,
Carisbrooke Castle was used until 1944 as
home to Princess Beatrice, Queen Victoria’s
daughter in her capacity as Governor of
the Isle of Wight. Like Osborne House,
Carisbrooke Castle is now cared for by
English Heritage. A feature of the castle
which still remains is the use of donkeys to
draw water from the well.

Newport Roman Villa

The villa dates from AD50 and between
then and approximately AD300 it
developed into a sizeable complex
consisting for a house and farm buildings
centred on a main courtyard. After a fire,
the villa was abandoned and material
was salvaged for use in other buildings.
Eventually, the buildings collapsed and
over time they were buried. In 1879, the
site was discovered by a local farmer
and was excavated between 1880 and
1884 and now gives a wonderful insight
into how the Romans lived on the Isle
of Wight.

Newport’s Roman Villa had a far shorter history of occupation than Brading’s; built
in the late AD270’s it was possibly occupied for a mere 50 years but as such it offers
an excellent opportunity to examine a ‘snapshot’ of the Roman lifestyle. The villa has
a fine example of a Roman Bath complete with under floor heating and fragments of
mosaic floors. Parts have been reconstructed to illustrate not only Roman building
techniques but the materials used as well and in the exhibition area there are objects
found not only on this site but from all over the Isle of Wight. The site was uncovered
in 1926 when workmen were digging foundations for a new housing development and
during excavation, the ground floor plan was revealed. It was preserved thanks to public
interest and the generosity of the developer.

Needles Old Battery

Initially constructed in a response to a perceived
threat of invasion from France, the first battery (now
called ‘The Old Battery’) was completed in June 1863
and was designed to protect the western approaches
of The Solent from enemy naval activity. The ‘New’
Battery was finished in 1895 after concerns that
vibration from the large guns used may lead to the
cliffs underneath the ‘Old’ Battery collapsing. The
threat of invasion never materialised and the sites
were mothballed but re-activated during the two
World Wars. In the 1950’s, the Battery site was used
to test Britain’s “Black Knight” rocket system and
evidence of this can still be seen in the area. The
Battery and the surrounding land are now owned by
The National Trust.
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Geology
Needles & Alum Bay

Alum Bay is famed for its coloured sands which came about due to oxidised iron
compounds in the rock. Each different band of colour is derived from different sediment
deposits laid down over millennia and were originally horizontal but pressure from the
underlying continental plates resulted in localised folding which caused them to become
vertical. Looking from the sea, the older rocks are towards The Needles and the newer
rocks are towards the area of the chair lift. The Needles themselves are a series of chalk
stacks and the name came about from a fourth needle-shaped pillar called Lot’s Wife that
used to stand in the middle but which collapsed in 1764.
Rocket Site
Between 1955 and 1971 a top secret Space rocket and missile development centre was
built on the site of the old Needles Battery. There were over 2,000 sq ft of control rooms
with up to 240 people working there at any one time. They developed the space rockets
called ‘Black Night’ and ‘Black Arrow’. The Black Knight rocket was very successful
with 22 test missions launched. Originally, the rocket was purely a test rocket, but in the
early 1960s it was used to carry research modules into the upper atmosphere and in 1971
the only all British satellite was launched into orbit.

Shanklin Chine

A ‘chine’ is a word used in Hampshire,
Devon, Dorset and especially the Isle of
Wight to describe a stream cutting back into
soft rock by erosion. Shanklin Chine is the
largest surviving one on the Island and was
one of the first tourist attractions and Keats
found inspiration for some of his greatest
works here. It was a favourite haunt for
smugglers and a tunnel led from the nearby
Chine Inn to the Old Village. During the
Second World War, part of PLUTO (Pipe
Line Under The Ocean) ran through the
Chine; this was used to supply fuel to the
Allied forces after the Normandy Landings
in June 1944. Nowadays, Shanklin Chine
is a haven for many species of animals
and birds and at least 150 species of wild
plants.

Isle of Wight Investigating
coast & visitor centre

The Isle of Wight Coastal Visitors Centre opened in
August 1998 in order to provide an accessible point
of contact for anyone with an interest in the Island’s
coastline. The Isle of Wight has 110 kilometres of
coastline and provides an ideal resource for field study
of a variety of coastal landforms, management issues
and habitats within a relatively small area. The Centre
is located within the Undercliff of the Isle of Wight.
The Undercliff is the largest urban landslide complex
in North-Western Europe and is, therefore, a popular
location for study by earth science students.
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Dinosaur Isle
A purpose-built Dinosaur Museum designed in the shape of a giant pterosaur and opened
in 2001. The Isle of Wight is one of the richest areas for fossils in Europe and in the
museum there over 30,000 exhibits dating from the early Cretaceous period (146 to
100 million years ago) onwards. The display features some partial and near-complete
dinosaur skeletons along with representative rock and mineral specimens from the Island
and through these exhibits, a timeline of the variety of animals that lived on land, in the
sea or flew above can be traced. Educational talks and local field-study trips can also be
arranged.

BBC Coast Exhibition
at Blackgang Chine

This new exhibition takes us on a
journey to discover the secrets
of our stunning and surprising
coast. The best bit of any island
is the edge and here you are
at Blackgang where the
land meets the sea and the
adventure begins. This is the
journey of our Island’s life time - This is
Coast!
Included in this new exhibition is the
story of the dramatic cliff falls and erosion that have caused Blackgang to be a
disappearing Village as well as the incredible Victorian whale skeleton display!

Fossile & Dinosaur walk and
talk with Martin Simpson

Martin Simpson ‘The fossil man’ takes
guided dinosaur walks and fossil hunting
trips. Prime locations for fossil hunting or
spotting are Yaverland, Cowleaze Chine,
Brook Bay and Compton Bay, and at the
latter two you can spot fossilised Iguanodon footprints on the beach at low tide.
A good place to look for a guide to fossil
hunting and identification on the island
is ‘Fossil Hunting on Dinosaur Island’ by
Martin himself, which includes information, pictures and diagrams about fossils
you may find, as well as tips on where to
look for fossils.
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Natural World
Amazon World

Home to the largest collection of exotic animals on the Isle of Wight, Amazon World has
approximately 200 different species from mammals, reptiles, birds, insects and fishes,
some of which cannot be seen anywhere else in the UK. Amazon World’s main purpose
is to highlight the need for conservation of the South American rainforests in particular
and this is achieved by firstly making people aware of the irreparable damage that is being
done to the area owing to de-forestation etc. and the impact that this has with the flora and
fauna and secondly, by operating a programme of captive breeding, to try and ensure the
continuation of endangered species. Staff from the resident educational department will
be on hand to give interesting and informative talks about the work of Amazon World,
using some of the resident animals to keep the pupils interested.

Owl & Monkey Haven
The Owl and Monkey Haven has
been created to provide a safe, happy
environment for primates and birds of prey
who find themselves without a home. By
educating visitors about the animals there
and the reason for their presence at the
Haven, it is hoped that they may come to a
greater understanding as to the issues faced
by them in the wild. The ‘Wise Owl Lodge’
provides a range of interactive resources
and activities which may be tailored to suit
the age profile of the pupils. Experienced
and knowledgeable keepers are on hand to
give talks and guide your group around the
Haven.
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Owl & Falconry Centre
Flying displays with Owls, Hawks,
Buzzards, Vultures and Eagles. Centre is set
in the grounds of historic Appuldurcombe
House. (Indoor Flight Barn when wet)
Flying dispays three times a day

Isle of Wight Zoo and Tiger Sancuary
& Lemur Land
The Isle of Wight Zoo is primarily known
for its work with the ‘big cats’ and its role
in the recent television series ‘Tiger Island’.
Through its funding of conservation
projects in India and Madagascar, it is
helping to highlight the impact that man
has on the animals through the destruction
of their natural habitat. Although they
previously operated a successful Tiger
breeding programme, the Zoo now cares
for older animals and they hope that by
doing so, they are able to make people
aware of the necessity to help protect them
in the wild. As well as the tigers, lions and
jaguars, the Zoo also has a colony of lemurs
as well as three species of monkeys.

River Yar Field Trip with
Ranger guide

Butterfly World

Butterfly World is home to hundreds
of butterflies flying freely in a natural
environment! you have the opportunity
to learn more about our butterflies,
visit the Italian & Japanese gardens,
koi ponds, fountains, jumping jets,
cafe, and more!

Seaview Wildlife Encounter

An award-winning wildfowl park which
is home to many different species of birds
and animals, some of which may be hand
fed. Initially specialising in flamingos, the
Centre is now more famous for its breeding colony of Humboldt Penguins but they
also have an extensive collection of mammals including otters, meerkats and wallabies together with a large Tropical House.
A daily programme of educational presentations from the keepers enable children to
meet the animals and birds ‘face-to-face’.

Robin Hill Country Park

Set in 88 acres of beautiful countryside,
Robin Hill Country Park has a wide and
varied selection of attractions. Explore
history through the Roman Villa that was
found on the site in 1910; explore nature
in the Butterfly Garden or by taking part
in a ‘Squirrel Safari’ to look for the elusive
Red Squirrels; see the thrilling Falconry
displays, featuring hawks, owls, falcons
and kestrels or enjoy the various rides and
play equipment.
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Maritime &
Transport
Shipwreck Centre and Maritime Experience

Originally located in Bembridge, the Museum moved to new premises at Arreton Craft
Village in 2006. Founded in 1978 by Martin Woodward, a professional diver, the Museum
has a huge collection of artefacts, most of which have been personally recovered by him
from the seas around the Isle of Wight. Stories of ships that have founded off the Island
are documented and there is an audio visual room showing action films as well as the
‘Wreck and Rescue’ lifeboat museum, detailing the dangerous hazards faced by the crews
of the RNLI lifeboats.

Isle of Wight Steam Railway Havenstreet

Dating from 1971, the Isle of Wight Steam
Railway has grown from a small enterprise
from some die-hard enthusiasts to an awardwinning Heritage Project, dedicated to
keeping alive the age of steam. The railway
has an excellent collection of locomotives,
the oldest of which dates from midVictorian times and three of which spent
much of their
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working lives on the Island. A 20 minute
presentation provides an informative view
of the railway and its aims and advance
booking secures reserved seats on the
train departure of your choice (subject
to availability). Access to the workshops
to see restorations in progress is also
allowed.

Solent Cruises

A wonderful chance to view the Isle of
Wight from a different perspective. Sailing
from Cowes and passing through the
famous harbour before crossing the Solent.
Sailing close to the magnificent sea forts
(nicknamed “Palmerston’s Follies”) which
were built to defend the eastern approaches
to Portsmouth from possible attack, the
cruise then continues in to Portsmouth
Naval Base which has been a permanent
fixture since 1200.

Island brass rubbing centre

Fort Victoria Aquarium,

St Catherines Lighthouse

Built on the north shore of the Isle of Wight
to guard the Solent the remains of Fort
Victoria now house a Marine Aquarium,
a Underwater Archaeology Centre , a
Planetarium and a Model Railway. The
surrounding Country Park offers Seashore
and Woodland walks and the site is one
of the best vantage points for watching
the Solents boats and shipping. The Forts
attractions together with the availability
of a Countryside Ranger to give guided
walks of the seashore and woodland make
Fort Victoria an excellent interesting and
educational visit for school groups and any
visitor to the Isle of Wight who wants to
combine leisure with education.

Island Brass Rubbing Centre is found at
the Coach House, St Georges Church in
Arreton
Britain’s age of chivalry - crowed kings,
knights in armour, costumed ladies and
heraldic beasts. Craft centre specialising
in Medieval facsimile brasses and brass
rubbings. Materials supplied and tuition
given. Popular school activity teachers
work packs on request.

The area has had a lighthouse to warn
shipping of the dangerous coastal rocks
since 1323 but the present St. Catherine’s
Lighthouse with its octagonal tower
has been here since 1838, following the
loss of the sailing ship ‘Clarendon’. The
lighthouse may be visited by appointment
on selected days from April to October.

Planetrerium, Underwater
centre & Country park

Bembridge Lifeboat Station

Bembridge lifeboat station is classified as a
key station by the RNLI and is strategically
situated in the Solent, home to one of the
busiest shipping lanes in our waters used
by over 100,000 commercial ships per
annum.
In July 1867 the Committee of the Royal
National Lifeboat Institution decided to
base a lifeboat at Bembridge
Since 1867, over 900 lives have been saved
by generations of volunteer lifeboat crews
at Bembridge.
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Activities & Recreation
Model Village Godshill

Godshill is a great destination for some
time out. Here at the Model Village you
will find a great attraction. Hidden behind
the walls of the Old Vicarage you will
discover a beautiful Model Village of local
sights and the immaculate gardens stuffed
with thousands of trees and shrubs.

The Island’s

very own Chitty
The Islands very own Chitty
can be found taking cente
stage in the carpark of Amazon
World, a visit including a wing
display and entertaining talk
tops off the day to the zoo park.
Weather permitting.

Alum Bay Needles Boat Cruise
Glass Blowing & Sweet making
Demonstration

Our world famous coloured sand cliffs overlook the Isle of Wight’s most famous landmark
– The Needles Rocks and Lighthouse. The Needles Park offers a range of attractions
including the spectacular chairlift to the beach, Alum Bay Glass and Sweet Manufactory;
the perfect packed day out

Sandham Raceway
Sandham Raceway is a purpose designed
and built raceway caters for those wanting
to test their metal with a variety of go
carts around a single track. The fun and
challenging raceway course caters for
all ages and proficiencies as the raceway
offers professional coaching from fully
qualified instructors
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Shanklin Theatre

During World War Two the Theatre was
used for dances and many other kinds
of entertainment. . Behind the Bar is
the old Wartime Control Room which
is strengthened by large steel girders to
safeguard users in case of bombing. These
rooms continued to be used by the Civil
Defence during the early part of the Cold
War with the Eastern Block. Also on this
floor, but only accessible from outside,
was the Town Mortuary, now used as an
Internet Radio Station.

Waltzing
Waters
Waltzing
Water
Waltzing Waters

The world’s most elaborate water,
light & music productions! Visitors are
overwhelmed by thousands of dazzling
patterns of moving water synchronised
with music! The only indoor shows of
their kind in Europe! An entertainment
spectacular for all ages!

Blackgang Chine

Calbourne Water Mill & Rural Museum

Blackgang Chine is a fine example of the
effects of coastal erosion on the landscape.
Initially similar to Shanklin Chine, over
the years the sea has caused the underlying
Gault Clay to collapse and by doing so has
gradually caused the various attractions
at Blackgang to have to be moved further
and further inland. In ‘Blackgang; The
Disappearing Village’, the BBC Coast
exhibition illustrates the gradual destruction
of the area and from the cliff edge, it is
possible to view the terracing of the land,
caused by the sea eroding the base of the
cliffs. However, Blackgang Chine is not all
work and no play; the traditional attractions
such as the Wild West ‘Frontierland’, a
Pirate Fort with full-sized smuggler’s boat
and the famous Dinosaurland give plenty
of opportunity for pupils to explore and
enjoy. The instructional ‘World of Timber’
recreates a Victorian water-powered
sawmill and has displays of county trades
and ‘The Wight Experience’ is a 15 minute
aerial film of the Isle of Wight.

Mentioned in the Domesday Book of 1086, the present watermill buildings date from
1664 and have been supplying the local community with flour and animal feeds since
then. It is one of the few working watermills left in the country and demonstrations of the
miller’s craft can be booked. As well as the original equipment and machinery, Calbourne
also has a collection of domestic items from the 19th and 20th century, a War Museum
– featuring memorabilia from the First and Second World Wars – and the old Bakery
ovens. In the grounds, as well as the mill pond there is also a wagon shed which houses a
collection of old farm vehicles and engines.
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Thrilling rides and
the giant smuggler
at Blackgang Chine
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